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Reuvisiting the Evolution of Architectural Spatial Configuration in the Master-
of-Nets Garden
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Abstract

As a representative of the “ultimate model of small gardens” among Suzhou classical gardens, the Master-of-Nets Garden has
a history of over eight hundred years. During this period, it changed hands seven times, with eight different owners managing
it in turn. In the historical evolution of its garden architecture, there have been quite rich spatial changes. Based on the histor-
ical context of the Master-of-Nets Garden, this paper sorts and analyzes key information from relevant historical documents,
literati’s garden records, inscriptions, and paintings. From the establishment of the basic spatial layout of the garden as the
“Fishing Retreat” during the period of Shi Zhengzhi to the stable improvement of the garden buildings during the periods of
Song Zongyuan, Qu Yuancun, and Li Hongyi, it conducts an in-depth analysis of the dynamic evolution processes such as the
functional transformation, layout changes, and replacement and reorganization of the buildings in the garden at each stage. It
summarizes the restored plans of the planar layout of the Master-of-Nets Garden in different periods, including textual research
on the Twelve Scenery Poems by Song Zongyuan and the Eight Scenes of the Qu Garden, aiming to reproduce the evolution
trajectory of its historical spatial form. This research provides a clearer, evidence-based spatiotemporal framework for the
construction history of the Master-of-Nets Garden. Taking the dynamic evolution of architectural space as the entry point, it
deepens understanding of the literati’s concept of garden living in the private gardens of the Jiangnan region and provides sup-
plements and clarifications to research on the history of classical gardens.
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Fig. 1 Timeline of historical changes of the Master-of-Nets Garden
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Fig. 2 Location map of the residence and garden during the Shi Zhengzhi Period
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Fig. 3 Plan layout of the residence and garden during the Shi Zhengzhi Period
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Tab. 1 Alist of references for the research on the Xiaozhu in the Master-of-Nets Garden during the Song Zongyuan Period
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Tab. 2 Alist of additions and alterations to the architecture of the Song-Qu Garden
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Fig. 5 Layout diagram of the Twelve Scenic Spots of the Xiaozhu in the Master-of-Nets Garden during the Song Zongyuan Period
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Fig. 6 Schematic diagram of the architectural layout of the Master-of-Nets Garden during the Qu Yuancun Period
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Fig. 12 Schematic diagram of the Qin Room and the Iron-Stone Plum Blossom Study

E13 RUEBRIMBRLEE

Fig. 13 The rockery staircase adjacent to the Wufeng Study exterior

E14 FEEANITERATRETEE

Fig. 14 Schematic diagram of the architectural layout of the Master-of-Nets Garden during the Li Hongyi Period
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