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Abstract

Pond is an important element of Chinese classical landscape gardening. This paper combs the three forms of ponds in
classical gardens: regular type, natural type and square and curved combination. Then, taking the gardening works
of contemporary rockery craftsman FANG Hui as an example, this paper systematically discusses the relationship
between natural type ponds and rockeries in medium and small scale gardening. FANG believes that small and
medium scale gardens can be regarded as “gardens in the mountains”, while ponds can be regarded as “water in the
mountains”. In this context, the conception and technology of pond water management are discussed and summarized
from five aspects: “fixing water by mountain” “holding mountain by pond” “mountain and water integration” “the
remnant of the mountain” and “lingering sound of water”. “Fixing water by mountains” determines the shape and
size of water by the posture and scale of mountains. “Holding mountain by pond” is to make dry ponds and then stack
rockeries in the construction process. “Mountain and water integration” reflects the depth and height of mountains by
water. “The remnant of the mountain” is to create the revetment of ponds as the remaining vein of mountains. “Lingering
sound of water” is to connect the garden water system with music, and the pond is treated as the lingering sound of the
whole movement.
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Fig. 1 Master plan of Pu Garden
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Fig. 2 Site sketch: the change of pond at the north entrance of Pu Garden
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Fig. 3 Location and master plan of Xie Garden
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Fig. 4 Rockeries and ponds in Xie Garden
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Fig. 5 Rockery cave and pond in Pu Garden
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Fig. 6 Main peak and pond of rockery in Pu Garden
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Fig. 7 Schematic diagram of construction process of Xie Garden
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Fig. 8 The water in Pu Garden’s pond flows across the stone bridge
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Fig. 9 Far view of rockery and pond in Flower Harbor Garden
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Fig. 10 Pond revetment of Flower Harbor Garden
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Fig. 11 Pond revetment of Mei House Garden (photoed by GU Kai)
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Fig. 12 Revetment of shoal in the middle section of Pu Garden
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Fig. 13 Revetment of shoal on the north of Deyue building in Yu Garden
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Fig. 14 Profile diagram of water system form of Flower Harbor Garden
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Fig. 15 Drip pool of water outlet in Flower Harbor Garden
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Fig. 16 Schematic diagram of water inflow section of cave in water
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