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Abstract

Hibiya Park, known as Tokyo’s central park, is the progenitor of Japan’s modern parks and has undergone more than a
century of development. Taking Hibiya Park as an example, this paper explores the real-life role of Japan’s historic urban
parks as important urban public spaces that have assumed and complemented basic urban functions during their century-
long development, as well as the implications for the context of sustainable urban park development, through combing
historical data and field interviews. The study concludes that as urban public infrastructures, urban parks have assumed
the role of complementing and improving urban functions in terms of social, living, disaster prevention, and ecological
structures; at the same time, as important carriers of urban history, culture, and regional heritage, the way of evaluating
their creativity and the protection of laws are important influencing factors for the sustainable development of urban parks.
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E1 £ KIERHHE#DEESEAS: A: KENPEREEFRDS (Rik: BAEKTLALENE)
Fig.1 Left: Taisho-period general election promotion meeting; right: welcome party for British princes in the Taisho period (Source: Hibiya

Park, a modern visualization of Japan)

E?2 % XENHALSARTFEE: f: KERPERE. " Rik: BTLLBLEARI00F052RAE)
Fig.2 Left: plan of Hibiya Park in the Taisho Period; right: Taisho Period Music Hall and Unigata Pond (Source: Hibiya Park 100 years of

Progress Exhibition)
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E3 BHARNEREEWAR (£: Ao/ HR, T ik b AR, $F: BILE2EEITREN, 5T b FRE)
Fig.3 Group view of the interior of Hibiya Park (left: entrance fountain plaza border; upper center and upper right: in front of Matsumoto Building;

lower center: Hibiya Hall and front large grassy area; lower right: fountain and concert hall)
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E4 7 1923FRKRIEANERNKE: A: “HHENERTEE (Rik: Bsh L BH)
Fig.4 Left: tents in the park during the 1923 earthquake; right: potatoes grown in the park during World War Il (Source: Hibiya Historical Atlas)
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Fig.5 Changes to the Tokyo Metropolitan landscape plan (draft) zoning of the area around the Imperial Palace invoking the landscape

induced area
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E6 RITERED: TAHREKER
Fig.6 Banking club; industrial club
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Fig.7 Upper left: cloud-shaped pond; upper right: crane fountain; lowe left: pelican fountain lowe right: overhanging ginkgo
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Tab. 1 Laws related to the development and protection of parks and green spaces in Japan
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